Orbital lymphoma with concomitant sarcoid-like granulomas.
A 41-year-old man presented with chronic eyelid swelling, conjunctival injection, and decreased ocular motility in all gaze directions. MRI showed bilateral enlarged extraocular muscles, including the tendons. Laboratory tests revealed elevated levels of angiotensin-converting enzyme. An orbital biopsy showed collections of monotonous small lymphocytes, and granulomatous inflammation that included multinucleated giant cells, predominantly Langhans type. Flow cytometric analysis of tissue demonstrated a light chain-restricted clonal population of B cells, a finding that confirmed the morphologic impression of lymphoma. This case demonstrates that elevated angiotensin-converting enzyme and granulomatous inflammation can occur in lymphoma. Careful histopathologic examination and flow cytometric analysis are essential to avoid an erroneous diagnosis that could lead to inappropriate management.